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Introduction to Compiere, 
Leading open source ERP 

worldwide

Linux Days 2008

Audaxis
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Audaxis

Implementing business 
applications open source based

20 years track record in ERP systems
Markets : 

• Industry
• Distribution 
• Media
• Public Sector

Java Expertise
Lille, Brussels, Luxembourg, Lausanne
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Audaxis group

OwnershipOwnership

Consultants : 60%
Rossel & Voix du Nord : 40%

Tunisie
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Expertise
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XML
Web services
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Solutions
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Business Focus

Press
& Media

Distribution
& Industry

Estate
& Housing

Associations

Open Source ERP
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ERP Software Trends

1960-80  
Specific applications

1980-90  
Modular package

1990-2000
Integrated package

2000-2005
Flexibility
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Problems with
Traditional ERP

Complex
* Bloated with features you’ll never use
* Complicated and time consuming to implement

Inflexible
* Force you to modify your business to match the software
* Difficult to change once implemented
* Many local solutions won’t scale globally

Expensive
* Costly licenses, IT infrastructure, maintenance and upgrades

Proprietary, Locked-in
* Don’t control your own destiny

Traditional ERP is out of reach of SMBs and emerging  markets.
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Market Vision

ERP applications too complex for midsize organizations
* Lack of innovation
* Lack of flexibility
* Complex migrations

Open Source Benefits
* New technologies based
* Customizations
* Lower project risk
* Focus on services
* User driven
* Transparency

Linux Days 2008 12

What is Open Source?

A non-proprietary product model
* Embeddable components
* Integrated systems

A value-added services model
* Contribued

* Compensated

A community
* Self-organizing collaborative
* Repository of knowledge, forum for sharing best practices

An altruistic behavior
* Foregoes proprietary returns to extend reach to all

A capitalist tactic
* Put some technologies in the public domain in order to focus ressources 

elsewhere for competitive advantage
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http://www.compiere.org
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ID Card

http://www.compiere.org
ERP/CRM
Founder : Senior ERP 
consultant (SAP, Oracle)
Java
15 languages
Target :  
� Distribution
� Industry

� Services
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Some numbers

The first Open Source Business 
Application
* 1 million Downloads
* Usually Top 10 SourceForge Projects

» Since March 2002
* Forum 18,000+ postings 
* 61 developers
* 60,000+ unique visitors/month 

www.compiere.org
* Compiere Partners: 100+

Designed from Scratch
* Started January 1999 – First Production: 

March 2000 
* Experience with Oracle Applications, 

SAP, M&D, …
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Functional Scope
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Functional Scope
Stocks

Relations
Management

Quotations

Sales
Invoicing Shipping

RFP

Procurement
Payments

Cost
management

Dashboards

CRM

Services

Projects

Manufacturing

Accounting

Webstore
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Easier path to ERP benefits…
* Easier to evaluate and acquire
* Easier to implement and use
* Easier to extend and maintain

Adapts to the way you do business 
* Setup and re-configure the system without programming
* Quickly adapt to business change – change anything, anytime

Available at fraction of the cost of any competing solution
* Leverage the disruptive economics of open source
* No up-front software license fees

Backed by the reliability of a commercial corporation
* Experienced leadership
* Consistent processes for product innovation, quality and support
* Resources for flexible licensing, sponsored development and more

Compiere’s Fresh 
Approach
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Economic Model

100% Services based

Partners
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Compiere Inc .
R&D

Jorg Janke
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Deployement architecture

LAN

Firewall

Serveur
clients distants

No Machine
Terminal
Server
Citrix

Application
Server

J2EE
-----------------
Web Store

Web services

Data server

SQL-99

������

OS : Linux, Unix, Windows Firewall

Client distant 
Java
no machine

Browser
Client 
HTLM

LAN
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Multi-Org

1 user database 
* = System
* Multi-clients

» Multi-Organizations

Data sharing
* System

* Application Dictionary
» General parameters

* Client (company level)
» Data and setup
» Accounting plan

* Organization
» Transaction

System

Client B
Org 1

Org 3

Org 2

Client A
Org 1

Org 3

Org 2

Database User
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Multi-accounting plan

Multiple  accounting of documents 
* Legal reports and management reports

* Local premises and Corporate

Accounting Schema
* Currency
* Chart of accounts
* Costing method
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Multi-Lingual

User environment
* Translation of screens and reports
* Format Date / Nb

For documents
* Products Description , payment terms, …
* Invoices, Order acknowledgments
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Flexibility of 
parameterization

Possibility of changing at any time
* The accounting plan (chart of account)
* The elements of accounts combination

» Business Partner, Product, Project, Sales area, Marketing 
Campaign, Activity, ...defined at user level 

* Multiple hierarchies of account elements

Re-post if required
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Ergonomy: 
customizable Menus
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Ergonomy : simplified
ways of entering data

Default value per user
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Report sample
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Data Exportation
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Multiple data entry
templates

Project profiles
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Project Profile :
Midsize Organisation

50-200 people
No/Small IT department
Multi site/location/...
Context : replacement of ERP or inhouse applications
Scope : Full ERP 
* CRM
* Sales
* Purchasing
* Logistics
* Inventory
* Accounting (AP, AR,..., Analytics)

Average cost : 30-80 k€
Average planning : 3-6 months
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Project Profile :
Large Organisation

>500 people
IT department +10 people 
Multilingual
Multi site/location
Context : replacement of
* Low cost applications
* Vertical applications

Scope : Build new application from Compiere framework
Benefits : Time to market
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Compiere Projects in Start up & 
Small Organizations

4 months� � � �5 peopleDistribution & service (telecom)

5 months� � � �15 peopleDitribution (plumbing & bathroom)

PlanningScopeSizeMarket

5 months� � � �18 people

1400 
members

Service (chamber of commerce)

3 months� � � �5 peopleDistribution (Cosmetics)

� crm � sales � purchasing � inventory � accounting � manufacturing
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Compiere Projects in
Midsize Organizations

6 months� � � �800 peopleIndustry (Glasses)

3 months

(first site : 
75 people)

� � � � �200 people

8 plants

Industry (plastics)

6 months� � � �600 peopleService in telecom

PlanningScopeSizeMarket

4 months
each

� � � �5 subsidiaries
10-50 people each

Distribution (Tyres)

6 months� � � � � �100 people, 2 plants
10 branches

Industry (whool)

� crm � sales � purchasing � inventory � accounting � manufacturing
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Compiere Projects in 
Large organizations

� crm � sales � purchasing � inventory � accounting � manufacturing

10 months (core model)

2 months (roll out per 
site)

� � �8 countries

500 POS

Distribution 
(Cosmetics)

3 months� �1400 peopleHealthcare 
(Hospital)

5 months� � �200.000 subscribesNewspaper

PlanningScopeSizeMarket
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Compiere 
implementations
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Conclusion

Test it !

www.compiere.org
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Audaxis Luxembourg
+352 399 968

info@audaxis.com
http://www.audaxis.com


